
 

City of St. Helena 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, August 19, 2025 @ 7:00 PM 

Vintage Hall Board Room - Second Floor 
465 Main Street, St. Helena 

 

                
PLEASE NOTE: Any person who wishes to speak regarding an item on the agenda or make a 
comment under the "Oral Communication" portion of the agenda may do so, but please 
observe the time limit of four minutes. 
  
The Planning Commission meeting will be live-streamed on Comcast Channel 28 and on the 
City’s website. Public comment for Planning Commission meetings will be accepted via email 
to publiccomment@cityofsthelena.gov. All public comments must be emailed at least three 
hours prior to the meeting. Emailed public comments will not be read out loud but will be 
publicly available and attached to the on-line agenda. 
  
Simultaneous Spanish interpretation services during meetings can be scheduled upon 
request. To ensure interpreters are available, requests must be made at least 72 hours in 
advance by calling the Office of the City Clerk at (707) 968-2640 or emailing 
cityclerk@cityofsthelena.gov. 
The schedule of upcoming meetings and published meeting agendas can be found on the City 
of St. Helena website at https://sthelena.civicweb.net/portal/. 
  
Servicios de interpretación en español durante la reunión pueden ser solicitados por el 
público. Para asegurar que los intérpretes estén disponibles, los servicios tienen que ser 
solicitados al menos 72 horas antes de la reunión llamando a la oficina de la Secretaria de la 
Ciudad al (707) 968-2640 o por correo electrónico a cityclerk@cityofsthelena.gov . 
El horario de las reuniones publicadas y próximas puede ser localizado en el sitio de web de 
la Ciudad en https://sthelena.civicweb.net/portal/ .  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Page  
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
2. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Acting Chair: Chris Warner 
Commissioners: Autumn Anderson, Sue Furdek, Hector Lopez, and Michelle 
Covell  
 
City staff present at the meeting will be noted in the minutes. 

 

 
3. PUBLIC FORUM: 

This is an opportunity for the public to address the Commission on items of 
interest to the public that are NOT listed on the agenda. Because of restrictions 
imposed by the Brown Act, the Commission may not engage in discussion nor 
take action on matters not described on the agenda. Please observe the time 
limit of four minutes.  

 

 
4. CONSENT ITEMS 

Members of the Commission or the public may ask that any items be 
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considered individually for purposes of considering alternative action, for 
extended discussion, or for public comment. Unless that is done, one motion 
may be used to adopt all recommended actions. (Roll Call Vote)  

 4.1. Approval of Minutes: June 17, 2025  
Planning Commission Minutes_06.17.25 

5 - 8 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
None.  

 

 
6. SCHEDULED MATTERS   
 6.1. Nomination and election of a new Planning Commission Chair and Vice 

Chair and designation of the Commission Secretary. 
 
CEQA Determination: Not a project 
Prepared By: Xinia Gamero, Permit Technician III 
Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the Commission 1) nominate and vote to elect a 
new Chairperson and Vice Chairperson; and 2) designate the 
Commission Secretary, as identified in Rule 1 of the Planning 
Commission By-Laws.  
Staff Report 

9 - 15 

 
7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

This is an opportunity for staff to report on or update the Commission on any 
relevant matters. 

 

 
8. AGENDA FORCAST 

This is an opportunity for the Commission as a whole to request items be 
placed on future agendas for discussion. These items should be consistent 
with, and work to implement adopted Council Goals. 
  
A list of current planning projects is available on our city website in the link 
below:  
https://cityofsthelena.org/230/Planning-Projects 

 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

The next Regular Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for September 
2, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Vintage Hall Board Room located at 465 Main 
Street.  
  
This agenda was posted at City Hall, 1088 College Avenue, and at Vintage 
Hall, 465 Main Street, St. Helena, California on August 7, 2025. 
  

 
 Maya DeRosa, Community Development Director 
  
Appeal. A person who is dissatisfied with a decision of the Planning 
Commission may appeal that decision to the City Council pursuant to 
Municipal Code Section 17.12.020, Appeal procedure. Actions of the 
Planning Commission will be listed on the City Council agenda the following 
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Tuesday to give the City Council opportunity to review the Planning 
Commission’s decision. Absent of an appeal by the City Council or by a 
citizen, the appeal period will terminate two weeks after the Planning 
Commission hearing. 
  
Special Assistance for the Disabled. In compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please call the City Clerk’s Office (707) 967-2792. Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable City to make reasonable arrangements 
to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II). 
However, City staff will attempt to assist at any time with accessibility. The 
City Clerk has equipment to assist those with a hearing impairment.  

 
   

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY PROCEDURES 
Pursuant to the Government Code Section 54954.3, the public may address 
the Commission on each agenda item during the Commission’s consideration 
of that item. Each speaker has the option to state his or her name for the 
record before testifying. Depending on the number of speakers or the interest 
of the item, the Planning Commission Chairman may also restrict, at his/her 
discretion, the speaker’s time to three minutes. The Chairman may also restrict 
public comments if they become irrelevant to the agenda item or repetitious of 
prior comments. All persons interested may appear and be heard or submit 
written statements prior to the Planning Commission meeting. Please note that 
if you challenge the City’s decision on any of these matters in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the 
meeting or in written correspondence delivered to the City at, or prior to, the 
meeting. 

 

 
 CHALLENGING DECISIONS OF CITY ENTITIES 

The time limit within which to commence any lawsuit or legal challenge to any 
quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City of St. Helena is governed by 
Section 1094.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure, unless a shorter limitation 
period is specified by any other provision, including without limitation 
Government Code section 65009 applicable to many land use and zoning 
decisions, Government Code section 66499.37 applicable to the Subdivision 
Map Act, and Public Resources Code section 21167 applicable to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Under Section 1094.6, any 
lawsuit or legal challenge to any quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City 
must be filed no later than the 90th day following the date on which such 
decision becomes final. Any lawsuit or legal challenge, which is not filed within 
that 90-day period, will be barred. Government Code section 65009 and 
66499.37, and Public Resources Code section 21167, impose shorter 
limitations periods and requirements, including timely service in addition to 
filing. 
 
If a person wishes to challenge the above actions in court, they may be limited 
to raising only those issues they or someone else raised at the meeting 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of 
St. Helena, at or prior to the meeting. In addition, judicial challenge may be 
limited or barred where the interested party has not sought and exhausted all 
available administrative remedies. 
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 SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL RECEIVED AFTER THE POSTING OF THE 
AGENDA 
Any supplemental writings or documents distributed to a majority of the 
Planning Commission regarding any item on this Agenda, after the posting of 
the Agenda, will be available for public review in the Planning Department’s 
Office located at 1088 College Avenue, St. Helena, California, during normal 
business hours. In addition, such writings or documents will be made available 
on the City’s web site at http://cityofsthelena.org and will be available for public 
review at the respective meeting. 
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MINUTES
City of St. Helena

Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, June 17, 2025 @ 6:00 PM

Vintage Hall Board Room - Second Floor
465 Main Street, St. Helena

 

 A complete video recording of this meeting can be found at https://sthelena.civicweb.net/Portal/ or by 
calling the City Clerk at (707) 967-2792. The Planning Commission video is the official record of the 
Planning Commission meeting.
 
Present: Chair John Ponte, Vice-Chair Christopher Warner, Commissioner Hector Lopez, 

and Commissioner Sue Furdek 
Absent: Commissioner Autumn Anderson 
Staff Present:  Maya DeRosa, Community Development Director, Larissa Alchin, Planning 

Consultant, Mario Traverso, Project Manager, and Xinia Gamero, Planning 
Commission Secretary 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC FORUM:

No public comment was received.

4. CONSENT ITEMS
4.1 Approval of Minutes: May 20, 2025

Vice-Chair Christopher Warner moved to approve the Minutes on the Consent 
Calendar. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sue Furdek and on roll 
call carried by the following vote:

AYES: John Ponte, Christopher Warner, Hector Lopez, and Sue Furdek
NOES: None
ABSENT: Autumn Anderson
ABSTAIN: None
RECUSE: None

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
5.1 **This item will be continued to a date uncertain**

 
Request for Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) approval to allow the existing ±1.696 
acre (73,879.9 sq. ft.) parcel to be subdivided into two individual parcels 
located at 710 Kidd Ranch Road in the Medium Density Residential zoning 

Agenda Item #4.1.
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district.

5.2 A request to adopt a resolution approving the Demolition Permit to demolish an 
existing non-conforming 5,235 square foot dwelling and shed and Major Design 
Review for the construction of a new 3,373 square foot two-story, single-family 
dwelling with detached 257 square foot garage at 1443 Madrona Avenue in the 
Medium Density Residential (MR) zoning district. A proposed detached 1000 
square foot or less ADU is shown for reference only and is not subject to 
Design Review.
Prepared By: Larissa Alchin, Planning Consultant
 
Chair Ponte opened the public hearing.
 
Commissioner Lopez disclosed a personal connection to the property, noting 
that he knew the previous family owners and had attended events there during 
his youth. 
 
Community Development Director Maya DeRosa introduced Planning 
Consultant Larissa Alchin.
 
Planning Consultant Larissa Alchin delivered a presentation and reported on 
the item.
 
Applicant, Dan Hale, and neighbor Chris Phelps addressed the Planning 
Commission.
 
Chair Ponte closed the public hearing. 

Vice-Chair Christopher Warner moved to determine that the project is exempt 
from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15303 
and 15304; and accept the required findings and approve the attached 
resolution, granting the Demolition Permit and Major Design Review approval 
for the proposed construction on the property located at 1443 Madrona Avenue 
in the MR zoning district with the following amendment:

A. Amend COA #26 to delete SHMC 17.116.030 and replace with 
17.22.030.G.2.a

B. Add the following COA to the resolution: “As part of the building plan 
check for this Design Review proposal PL24-054, the applicant may 
include a roof over the second-story porch, pursuant to the legal memo 
from the City Attorney dated June 13, 2025 which states that the current 
zoning code interpretation is that covered porches, balconies and patios 
do not count towards gross floor area.”

C. Add the following COA to the resolution: “Prior to submittal for building 
plan check, the site plan calculation sheet shall be updated to reflect 
that the proposed maximum gross floor area is 3,430 SF.”

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sue Furdek and on roll call 
carried by the following vote:
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AYES: John Ponte, Christopher Warner, Hector Lopez, and Sue Furdek
NOES: None
ABSENT: Autumn Anderson
ABSTAIN: None
RECUSE: None

6. SCHEDULED MATTERS

None.

7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Community Development Director Maya DeRosa reported on the following: 

 The July 1st Planning Commission meeting is cancelled.
 The City Council plans to appoint new Planning Commission members on July 

22. Election of Officers will follow in August after all Planning Commissioners 
have been appointed. 

 Director DeRosa expressed appreciation for Chair Ponte as his term as Chair 
and Commissioner comes to an end, highlighting his many accomplishments 
and thanking him for his leadership.

 Vice-Chair Warner, Commissioner Furdek, and Commissioner Lopez followed 
with additional words of gratitude and recognition for Chair Ponte.

 Chair Ponte thanked his fellow Commissioners and expressed sincere 
gratitude for the opportunity to serve, noting it was an honor to be part of such 
a distinguished Planning Commission as he completes his term as Chair.

8. AGENDA FORCAST
 
Vice-Chair Warner shared his concerns and thoughts regarding the upcoming Joint 
City Council and Planning Commission meeting on the topic of housing. He 
expressed interest in focusing the discussion on collaborative solutions as a 
community for creating more housing, rather than having the conversation centered 
on legal explanations about the City's limited authority under state housing laws.
 
Commissioner Furdek shared her thoughts on exploring ways to encourage housing 
in mixed-use development projects.

9. ADJOURNMENT
 
Chair Ponte adjourned the meeting at 7:04 p.m.

The June 17, 2025 minutes were approved at the ______________ Planning 
Commission meeting.

Agenda Item #4.1.
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APPROVED:

______________________________
Chris Warner, Acting Chair 
Planning Commission

ATTEST:

_________________________
Maya DeRosa, AICP
Community Development Director

Agenda Item #4.1.
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

Planning Commission Meeting of  August 19, 2025 

 
 
SUBJECT: Nomination and election of a new Planning Commission Chair and Vice 
Chair and designation of the Commission Secretary.  
 
PREPARED BY: Xinia Gamero, Permit Technician III 
 
REVIEWED BY: Maya DeRosa, Community Development Director 
 
APPROVED BY: Maya DeRosa, Community Development Director 
 
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: Citywide 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Rule 1 of the Commission By-Laws states that the Commission shall elect a Chair and 
Vice-Chairperson and designate a Secretary at its first regular meeting in July. 
However, due to the delayed appointment of two new Commission members by the City 
Council on July 22, 2025, the Election of Officers was postponed to the next scheduled 
meeting which is the second Planning Commission meeting in August following the 
expiration of the previous officers’ terms.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Nomination and Election of the Chairperson and Vice-Chair person for the Commission 
as well as designation of the Commission Secretary. Currently Ms. Xinia Gamero, 
Permit Technician III, serves as the Commission Secretary.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Commission 1) nominate and vote to elect a new 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson; and 2) designate the Commission Secretary, as 
identified in Rule 1 of the Planning Commission By-Laws. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
PC BY-LAWS 2018-Final(Votes) 
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Planning Commission By-Laws 
July 17, 2018 

1 of 5 

 

 

 
 

ST. HELENA PLANNING COMMISSION 

BY-LAWS 

The   following   rules    shall    be    applicable    to    the    organization    of    the    St.    Helena 

Planning Commission, to the convening or calling of meetings, and to the transaction of business 

when the Commission has convened and acts or serves in an official capacity, pursuant to law. 

 
ORGANIZATION AND ELECTION 

AND DUTES OF OFFICERS 

RULE 1. The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson and designate a 

Secretary at the first regular meeting of the Planning Commission in July to serve for a period of 

one year from the date of their election. However, the Planning Commission, by majority vote, 

may choose to elect a Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson at a different meeting to address a 

resignation. In the case of a resignation of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall become the interim 

Chair until formal election of a new Chairperson occurs. 

RULE 2. The Chairperson of the Planning Commission shall preserve order and decorum and 

shall decide questions of order. The Vice Chairperson shall preside in the absence of the 

Chairperson. 
 

RULE 3. The Chairperson of the Planning Commission may second any motion and present and 

discuss any matter as a member of the Commission without having to step down from the Chair 

and shall be entitled to vote on all matters before the Planning Commission. 

RULE 4. The Secretary shall be a City Employee, normally the Planning Director. 

RULE 5. The Secretary shall be responsible for the preparation of the Planning Commission 

minutes and shall assure that all official actions or decisions by the Commission shall be recorded 

within the minutes. Consistent with Municipal Code section 2.60.030, the Commission shall keep 

a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations. Those records are 

kept as minutes that summarize Commission action, in the same manner as City Council minutes. 

RULE 6. The City Attorney of the City of St. Helena shall be the legal counsel to the Planning 

Commission. 

RULE 7. The video recordings of each meeting are designated as the official record of the 

Planning Commission agenda and action and are to be made available on the City of St Helena 

website. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

RULE 8. The Planning Commission shall hold at least two Regular Meetings per month, which 

shall be held on the first and third Tuesdays of the month. In the event the first or third Tuesday is 

a holiday, an alternate meeting may be held. An additional Adjourned Meeting may be held, if 
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Page 10 of 15



Planning Commission By-Laws 
July 17, 2018 
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necessary. Such regular meetings may be canceled by a vote of the majority of Commission 

members present at a regular or special meeting or when a quorum is not available. Meetings shall 

be held in the same locale used by the City Council or at City Hall or the Fire Department starting 

at 6:00 P.M. Adjourned Meetings, Special Meetings, meeting relocation, or revised starting time 

shall be by a three-fifths vote of the Planning Commission. Notice of such meeting shall be given 

in accordance with State law. 

 
RULE 9. Emergency or special meetings may be called as provided in Section 54956 of the 

Government Code of the State of California. 

 

RULE 10. In the absence of a  quorum  all  items  on  the  agenda  shall  be  continued  to  the 

next scheduled meeting. 

 

AGENDA 

RULE 11. An agenda shall be prepared by the Secretary of the Planning Commission for each 

meeting of the Planning Commission. 

 

RULE 12. All matters to be considered by the Commission shall be properly filed with the City  

in compliance with the provisions, standards, and procedures established by adopted City 

Ordinances. The Secretary shall not accept for presentation to the Commission any matter unless 

it is properly made on the prescribed forms properly filled out with all data attached. 

 

RULE 13. Any matter that comes before the Commission orally under Public Forum shall not be 

discussed or acted upon by the Commission unless and until it is heard as a scheduled agenda  

item at a Regular, Adjourned, or Special meeting of the Commission. 

 

RULE 14. Request for informal or advance decisions concerning potential future developments  

or plans will not be considered by the Planning Commission. 

 

RULE 15. The regular order of business of the Commission shall be: 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & ROLL CALL 
3. MINUTES APPROVAL 

4. PUBLIC FORUM 

5. COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

6. RECOMMENDED CONSENT CALENDAR 

7. CONTINUED ITEMS 

8. SIGN PERMIT/ADMINISTRATIVE DETERMINATION 

9. PUBLIC HEARINGS - PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION IS FINAL 

(DR/UP/VAR/LLA/TPM) 

10. PUBLIC HEARINGS – PUBLIC HEARINGS/RECOMMENDATIONS TO CITY 

COUNCIL (TSM/ZOTA/GPA/REZONE) 

11. NAPA COUNTY REFERRALS 

12. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

13. REPORTS BY STAFF AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

14. AGENDA FORECAST 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

 

RULE 16. The Chairperson may revise the order of the agenda for a particular meeting in order  

to expedite business for the convenience of the public or for improved continuity. 

Agenda Item #6.1.
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RULE 17. Commission meetings may remain in session up to, but no later than 10:00 P.M. 

However, the Commission may, by a unanimous vote, extend the meeting if the Commission 

deems such extension necessary. Otherwise, the meeting shall be adjourned to another day 

acceptable to the Commission, or unfinished business may be continued to the next Regular 

Meeting. 

 

CONDUCT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

RULE 18. Letters, petitions, or other written material pertaining to any item on the agenda  

may be filed with the secretary of the Commission prior to the time of the public hearing or  

may be presented to the Commission at the time of the public hearing. The Commission shall 

consider such material in deciding any issue before it. All written material shall become part of 

the Commission’s file on the agenda item. 

 

RULE 19. Items submitted after packet distribution: Materials related to any item on the 

Agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are 

available for inspection in the Secretary of the Commission’s office at 1480 Main  Street, St. 

Helena, CA during normal business hours. All such materials will be brought to the meeting 

and will be available for public inspection at the meeting site. Either City Staff or the 

Chairperson at the hearing shall give public notice of any such materials. If copies are not 

available in sufficient quantity for interested parties or members of the public at the hearing, the 

Chairperson shall take reasonable steps to afford all such persons the opportunity to inspect the 

materials before the start of the hearing on a scheduled matter. The purpose of the foregoing is 

to avoid the interruption of testimony with requests for inspection of materials. 
 

RULE 20. Any person desiring to address the Planning Commission may, when recognized by 

the Chairperson, give his or her name and address. A person appearing in a representative 

capacity shall provide the name and address of each represented party. 

 

RULE 21. Testimony and argument relative to any item scheduled on the  agenda  as  a  Public 

Hearing shall, unless otherwise ordered by the Chairperson, be presented in the following order 

and within the time limits specified. 

a. The Chairperson shall declare the Public Hearing to be open. 

b. Disclosure of Ex Parte Communication* 

c. Staff Report, including acknowledgement and/or reading of written testimony. 

d. Presentation of the project by applicants, and/or agents/consultants directly associated with 

the project. (10 minutes) 

e.   Commission questions to staff and the applicant for purposes of clarification of staff report 

and proposed project. 
f. Public Testimony in support or opposition of the project. (4 minutes per person) 

g.   Applicant and/or staff response to new information or questions raised by public testimony. 

h.   Chairperson declares public hearing to be closed. 

i.    Planning Commission debate, and motion. 

j.    Roll Call Vote. 

Note: At the option of the Chairperson the public or applicant may give further 

testimony on the question, provided it is directly related to the motion. 
 

* Ex Parte Communication is hereby defined as any additional factual information obtained by commissioners that pertains to an 

individual decision, including visiting a project site, meeting with a project applicant and/or meeting with interested citizens.
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RULE 22. The Chairperson may, in the interest of facilitating the business of the Planning 

Commission, limit the amount of time that a person may use in addressing the Planning 

Commission. Opponents and proponents shall be given equal opportunity for presentation. A 

project applicant should always be given the right, reasonable opportunity and time, to respond 

fully to evidence and arguments presented after the applicant has made his/her opening 

presentation.  

 

RULE 23. The applicant or his or her appointed representative may, with the permission of   

the Planning Commission, withdraw, or request a continuance on any matter pending before the 

Commission at any time prior to the Commission acting on such matter. 

 
VOTING 

RULE 24. A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum. Unless 

otherwise required by federal, state or local regulation, the affirmative vote of a majority of the 

quorum is necessary to take action. If a majority is unable to be assembled on any motion 

(including a motion to continue a matter to a specific time) relating to a specific project for which 

the Commission must make a recommendation to the City Council, the project shall be referred to 

Council with a divided recommendation which reflects the individual votes of the  

Commissioners. If a majority is unable to be assembled on any motion (including a motion to 

continue a matter to a specific time) relating to a specific project for which the Commission has 

final authority, the matter before the Commission shall be deemed denied and the applicant may 

appeal such decision in accordance with the applicable rules. A tie vote, or deadlock, constitutes a 

denial unless the applicant requests a continuance of the item to a subsequent meeting at which a 

quorum is present, prior to a vote to deny the item. 

 

RULE 25. On matters of procedure or order of business the Chairperson may make a motion and 

without a second and after calling for objection and hearing none, so order. In the event of 

objection, the Chairperson shall call for a second and a roll call vote. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

RULE 26. The Commission shall conduct their duties in keeping with the governing standards as 

provided by the Planning Commission Standards of Conduct document, maintaining the highest 

level of professionalism during their tenure serving the residents of the City of St. Helena. 

 

RULE 27. Unless otherwise provided by these Rules, all proceedings before the Commission 

shall be conducted in accordance with and pursuant to the parliamentary rules of procedure as 

prescribed in “Rosenbergs’s Rules of Order.” 

 

RULE 28. Testimony and argument relative to any other item on the agenda shall generally 

follow the procedure for a Public Hearing as may be modified at the discretion of the Chairperson. 

 

RULE 29. Any rule of these By-Laws may be altered, amended, or repealed by majority vote of 

the Commission (subject to approval by the City Council), except that such alteration, 

amendment, or repeal shall not affect any pending matter. 

 

RULE 30. Any rule of these By-Laws may be temporarily suspended by unanimous consent of 

the Commission. 

 

RULE 31. A Resolution of the Planning Commission may be adopted conditionally and referred 

to the Secretary of the Commission for drafting in proper form. 
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RULE 32. Commission members shall decide for themselves whether they have a conflict of 

interest on any matter before the Commission. Such determination shall be made in accordance 

with State law and the City of St Helena Protocol for Committee, Commissions and Boards or any 

amendment thereto. When a member has disqualified himself/herself, he/she shall remove 

himself/herself from the dais stating their reasons for conflict of interest. The member shall also 

remove himself/herself from the meeting room, unless they are permitted to remain for a qualified 

interest as set forth in State law. 

 

RULE 33. Failure to adhere to any of these rules does not result in the invalidation of any 

decision or action of the Planning Commission. 

RULE 34. Any violation of these rules does not result in a cause of action against the City of St. 

Helena. 

 
RULE 35. Subject to compliance with all established laws and regulations, any violation of these 
rules shall not impact the outcome of a vote or action on a specific project. 

 

Amended, Approved and Adopted at a Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission on July 17, 

2018, by the following roll call vote: 

 

 

MOTION CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 

 

AYES: Commissioners Ponte, Monnette and Hardy 

NOES: None  

ABSENT: Commissioner Knudsen  

ABSTAIN:  None
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