
 

City of St. Helena 
 Water and Wastewater Advisory Committee  

Regular Meeting 
City Hall 1088 College Avenue, St. Helena 

Friday, March 28, 2025 @ 1:00 PM 
              

 

PLEASE NOTE: Any person who wishes to speak regarding an item on the agenda or make a 
comment under the "Oral Communication" portion of the agenda may do so, but please 
observe the time limit of four minutes. 
  
Public comment for meetings will be accepted via email to 
publiccomment@cityofsthelena.org. All public comments must be emailed at least three 
hours prior to the meeting. Emailed public comments will not be read out loud but will be 
publicly available and attached to the on-line agenda. 
   

Page  
1. CALL TO ORDER    
2. ROLL CALL 

Chair: Brent Randol, Vice Chair: Garry Rose Committee Members: Jay 
Kouba,Mario Trinchero, Peter White 
Alternate Member: Carl Myers 
Staff Liaison: April Mitts, Assistant City Manager 

 

 
3. PUBLIC FORUM: 

An opportunity for the public to directly address the Committee on items of 
interest to the public that are not listed on the agenda. Any person addressing 
the Committee should provide his or her name and address, and limit 
comments to four minutes. Because of restrictions imposed by the Brown Act, 
the Committee may not engage in substantive discussion, nor take action 
on matters not described on the agenda. 

 

 
4. REPORTS BY STAFF AND BOARD 

Reports by staff and/or Committee on items of general interest. Brief questions 
for clarification may be posed and answered, and Committee may request that 
items be placed on a future agenda. Except under certain circumstances, the 
Brown Act prohibits any other discussion or action by the Water and 
Wastewater Advisory Committee. 

 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS:   
 5.1. Committee Information Requests from March 14, 2025 meeting  

Information Requests 
3 - 22 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS:   
 6.1. Water Community Forum Information - April 14, 2025 at Cameo 

Theatre  
 

 
 6.2. Development of Work Plan for City Council Consideration   
 
7. ADJOURNMENT  
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The next regular Water and Wastewater Rate Study Advisory Committee 
meeting is scheduled for TBD date.  
 
This agenda was posted at City Hall, 1088 College Avenue, St. Helena, 
California on March 25, 2025. 
 
April Mitts, Assistant City Manager  
    
In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, please call the City Clerk’s Office 
(707) 968-2742. Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting as required by 
Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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3/28/25 W/WW Advisory Meeting 

Information Requests 

1. Enterprise Finances  
a. Operations: https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/71 

i. Water Enterprise – starts on PDF page 182 (budget page 176) 
ii. Wastewater Enterprise – starts on PDF page 190 (budget page 184) 

b. Capital Improvement Plan: 
https://sthelena.civicweb.net/document/262251/_p%20style=_text-
align_justify;__Consideration%20an.pdf?handle=B3D8939A2E054B2C9F52B
55C98DF719F 

i. Water – starts on PDF page 45  
ii. Wastewater – starts on PDF page 79 

 
2. Legal Entity of Water Enterprise 

a. California Water Association FAQs - https://calwaterassn.com/our-
industry/faq-2/ 

b. California State Water Resources Board: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docu
ments/waterpartnerships/what_is_a_public_water_sys.pdf 
 

3. 2020 LAFCO Report – Napa Countywide Water and Wastewater Municipal Service 
Review: 
https://napa.lafco.ca.gov/files/f8a4ec2b4/NapaCountywideWaterWastewaterMSR_
Updated_10-4-21.pdf 
 

4. Water Agreements: https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/334/Water-Agreements 
a. Water Agreement Summary Report: 

https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4813/Water-
Agreement-Compliance-Summary-PDF 

b. Water agreements do not necessarily limit the amount of water use, but 
imposes additional fees for utilizing water above the designated amount. The 
total annual limitations in HCF is 268,106, in 2024, the total amount used 
was 36,873. 

 
5. River Watch Settlement – 2018 

 

Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 3 of 22

https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/71
https://sthelena.civicweb.net/document/262251/_p%20style=_text-align_justify;__Consideration%20an.pdf?handle=B3D8939A2E054B2C9F52B55C98DF719F
https://sthelena.civicweb.net/document/262251/_p%20style=_text-align_justify;__Consideration%20an.pdf?handle=B3D8939A2E054B2C9F52B55C98DF719F
https://sthelena.civicweb.net/document/262251/_p%20style=_text-align_justify;__Consideration%20an.pdf?handle=B3D8939A2E054B2C9F52B55C98DF719F
https://calwaterassn.com/our-industry/faq-2/
https://calwaterassn.com/our-industry/faq-2/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/documents/waterpartnerships/what_is_a_public_water_sys.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/documents/waterpartnerships/what_is_a_public_water_sys.pdf
https://napa.lafco.ca.gov/files/f8a4ec2b4/NapaCountywideWaterWastewaterMSR_Updated_10-4-21.pdf
https://napa.lafco.ca.gov/files/f8a4ec2b4/NapaCountywideWaterWastewaterMSR_Updated_10-4-21.pdf
https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/334/Water-Agreements
https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4813/Water-Agreement-Compliance-Summary-PDF
https://www.cityofsthelena.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4813/Water-Agreement-Compliance-Summary-PDF


Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 4 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 5 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 6 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 7 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 8 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 9 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 10 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 11 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 12 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 13 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 14 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 15 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 16 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 17 of 22



Agenda Item #5.1.

Page 18 of 22



 
6. Water Audit Joint Statement – 2021 
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Joint Statement Regarding the Protection of Public Trust Resources

The public trust doctrine imposes an affirmative duty on state and local government 
agencies to protect our streams, lakes, marshlands and tidelands, and the diversity of life 
that depend on those waters.  The City of St. Helena and Water Audit California are 
issuing this joint statement to affirm our mutual commitment to protect public trust 
resources. We report to the public that we will take short, medium and long-term actions 
to acquire the credible scientific data needed to support an analysis of whether the City's 
water policy decisions adversely impact public trust resources.  This credible science will 
permit the City to incorporate an assessment of the full array of impacts from water use 
and water department operations on public trust resources and their beneficial uses—
including use by humans—into future water policy decisions and water department 
operations. Water Audit will participate in and contribute to this process.

 Human use of groundwater and surface water may result in impacts to public trust 
resources, including rivers and streams that support fish and wildlife and recreational 
uses.  Understanding the nature of these impacts is complicated by climate change, 
upstream land use changes, human use of water, groundwater/surface water interaction 
and other factors.  When public trust resources are degraded or lost, the causes may not 
be obvious.  A century or more ago the Napa River and Sulphur Creek were known for 
their abundant fish.  The intervening decades have seen a decline in both the fish 
population and the summer flows in these important streams.  Although very dry summer 
conditions have been observed in the Napa River in the past, for example, in 1965, the 
1976-1977 drought, and the drought in the early 1990s, since the mid-2000s, there have 
been increased periods of sustained dryness in portions of the Napa River that should 
not be ignored.  According to official reports of regulatory agencies, these drying 
conditions and other factors can cause serious injury to public trust resources.

The cause of the drying waterways and the solution to the conditions are not 
immediately clear.  The City and Water Audit agree to take the following actions, inspired 
by the scientific axiom that “we manage what we measure”:

 The City will use the existing authority contained in Chapter 13.16 of its 
Municipal Code to obtain needed information on groundwater extraction 
within the City by collection of monthly water levels and annual extraction 
totals for wells subject to this Chapter. The City will summarize the 
information collected pursuant to Chapter 13.16, with sufficient detail to 
make the information scientifically useful, and make the summary publicly 
available.

 The City will consider public trust issues when assessing the issuance of 
well permits under Chapter 13.16.  The City will consider amendments to 
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Chapter 13.16 or the taking of other actions to require staff to include 
consideration of the public trust, in particular by requiring the preparation of 
a study under Section 13.16.070 to evaluate potential detrimental effects of 
new wells.  Any decision on public trust issues made by the City will be 
subject to any available legal review processes.

 The City and Water Audit will work collaboratively to facilitate Water Audit’s 
installation of new stream gauges and determination of stage/flow 
relationship curves in the St. Helena segment of the Napa River, and the 
St. Helena reaches of York Creek and Sulphur Creek, and to incorporate 
these gauges into the existing data collection system used by the Napa 
County Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  The City will make good faith 
efforts to facilitate site access at the earliest opportunity. Water Audit will 
make the monitored and recorded data public, and the City and Water Audit 
will encourage the publication of the data on other websites such as the 
Napa One Rain website. 

 The City will engage in a comprehensive review of its current water supply 
and delivery systems.  This will include confirmation of storage capacity of 
the Bell Canyon Reservoir, and an estimate of future storage loss as a result 
of upstream erosion caused by fire and development. The City will 
determine and report the water used by its forty (40) largest water users 
over the last five years, and associated revenues.  

 The City will annually identify and calculate its current distribution system 
losses and compare those losses to industry standards as established by 
the State Water Resources Control Board. In the event that losses are 
greater than acceptable, the City will consider remediation and a time for 
performance as part of its Capital Improvement Program.

 On or before May 1, 2021, the City will develop new interim operational 
protocols (i.e., pumping rates, operational durations, sequencing of wells) 
for its Stonebridge well complex that will allow the wells to be a component 
of a sustainable municipal water supply without causing injury to public trust 
resources.  The City will regularly update these protocols based on 
additional data from the new gauges and other applicable sources.

 The City will continue to publish its water supply and delivery system 
information to the public.

 Throughout this process, the City will seek to avoid harm to public trust 
resources in future decisions.  The City will do this by considering impacts 
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to public trust resources in future decisions involving the issuance of new 
groundwater extraction well permits and the issuance of new water 
connections. All future decisions of the City will be subject to any available 
legal review processes.
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