








Item No. 9 

REGULAR MEETING 

ST. HELENA CITY COUNCIL 

VINTAGE HALL BOARD ROOM – SECOND FLOOR 

465 MAIN STREET, ST. HELENA 

NOVEMBER 26, 2013 

6:00 P.M. REGULAR MEETING 

A complete video recording of this meeting can be found at www.cityofsthelena.org or by calling 

the City Clerk at (707) 967-2792. The City Council video is the official record of the Council 

meeting. 

Mayor Nevero called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. and the flag was saluted. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Sculatti, White, Crull, Pitts, Mayor Nevero  

Absent:  None 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Tunnel of the Elms – Sandra Ericson 

Stated that as of now she had gathered 273 signatures from people interested in the maintenance 

of the trees in the tunnel of the elms and will continue to gather signatures through December 1.  

She said she had attended the Tree Committee meeting and learned that the City is responsible 

for inoculations of said trees, Caltrans for pruning of the trees and Beringer Winery waters them. 

Her goal, she said, is to generate support of a new approach of tree care with regard to CalTrans. 

 

The City Manager stated that he would meet with the Assistant Public Works Director and bring 

back a recommendation.   

REPORTS BY STAFF AND CITY COUNCIL AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS and AB 

1234 REPORTS: 

WICC Meeting – Councilmember White 

Stated that he had attended the WICC meeting last week and reported that the City was awarded 

$800,000 for the York Creek project from Proposition 84 funds.   

 

Economic Summit – Councilmember Sculatti 

Stated that he was looking forward to the economic summit meeting that will be held on January 

31, 2014.  He invited the public to summit topic ideas to the Council.  

 

Police Report – Chief Rubin 

Reviewed the police department activities for November 2013.  
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PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC RECOGNITIONS - None 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Councilmember White moved to approve Consent Items 6 – 9 as submitted.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Crull and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Crull, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

 

Those items approved were as follows: 

 

6.  Approved the City Council minutes of November 12, 2013; 

 

7.  Adopted Resolution No. 2013-74 accepting Library Grant Funds and approving 

associated budget adjustment; 

 

8. Adopted Ordinance No. 2013-3 enacting Chapter 12.12, Street and Sidewalk Excavations 

and Encroachments, of Title 12 of the City of St. Helena Municipal Code; and    

 

9. Approved Cancellation of the December 24, 2013 Council Meeting.      

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 

10.  Consideration of the appeals of Steve and Judy Padis and W&W Four Seas Limited 

Partnerships of the Planning Commission upholding the appeal of David Clark and 

overturning the Interim Planning Director’s determination that the existing use permit for 

a jewelry store is valid for 1269 Main Street (Continued from the meeting of November 12, 

2013) 

Councilmember Sculatti recused himself stating he leases office space on Main Street within 500 

feet of this property.   

 

Interim Planning Director Desmond reported that Attorney David Blackwell, Allen Matkins Leck 

Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP, had submitted a letter via email late this afternoon; however, prior 

to that, he had not received any other information/correspondence from the applicant. 

 

The Council reviewed that this matter had been continued to this evening to provide Attorney 

Anglin an opportunity to speak to his client and the property owner regarding correspondence from 

Mrs. Judy Padis (dated August 8, 2013) stating that the proposed use would adhere to sale of items 

listed in Exhibit B of the 1987 Use Permit for 1269 Main Street. 



 

Councilmember Crull read the letter from Attorney Blackwell addressed to the Council that in 

summary states that the firm had been hired by Steve Padis and the intent of the letter was to 

exhaust appellant’s administrative remedies prior to commencing litigation against the City.  The 

correspondence states that the letter incorporates by reference all of appellant’s prior 

communications to the City including but not limited to correspondence from Rob Anglin dated 

10-14-2013 and 11-8-13 in addition to correspondence provided by property owner W&W Four 

Seas Limited Partnership to the City and states that the Planning Commission lacked jurisdiction 

to consider the appeal filed by David Clark.  

 

The Council was troubled that the Padis family was not in attendance to review/clarify their 

business plan since they were aware that the matter was specifically continued to this meeting to 

provide them the opportunity to review and respond to the Council’s inquiry and instead the 

appellant chose the litigation process. 

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

City Attorney Brown stated that his firm would prepare a resolution with detailed findings 

including but not limited to issues related to jurisdiction, timeliness of appeal, specifying what 

the 1987 Use Permit states, etc. for the January agenda. 

 

Councilmember Crull moved to deny the Padis appeal for the reasons discussed this evening. The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember White and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Crull, White, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

ABSTAIN: Councilmember Sculatti 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS    

11. Adoption of: (a.) Ordinance No. 2013-4 amending the St. Helena Municipal Code Title 

15, to amend Chapters 15.04 through 15.55 through adoption of the 2013 California Building 

Standards Code Title 24, including local amendments specific to St. Helena; and b.) a 

Resolution of findings for the local amendments to the 2013 California Building Standards 

Code Title 24 (CEQA Section 15061(b)(3) Exemption) (b.) Resolution No. 2013-75 with 

findings to make local Amendment to the 2013 California Building Standards Code 

Councilmember White moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-4 amending the St. Helena 

Municipal Code Title 15, to amend Chapters 15.04 through 15.55 through adoption of the 2013 

California Building Standards Code Title 24, including local amendments specific to St. Helena 

and to adopt Resolution No. 2013-75 setting forth findings for amendments to the St. Helena 

Municipal Code Title 15, to amend Chapters 15.04 through 15.55 through adoption of the 2013 

California Building Standards Code Title 24, including local amendments specific to the City of 



St. Helena. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Crull and on roll call carried by the 

following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Crull, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

 

12. Review of Draft General Plan Update 

It was the Council’s consensus to meet on December 5, 2013 at 8:00 a.m.  The purpose of that 

meeting would be to ensure that the edits reviewed over the past several meetings are correct.  

Once that review is done the document will be compiled in its final form and the Final General 

Plan Update document will be placed on a future agenda for approval.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Nevero adjourned the meeting at 7:53 p.m. 

 

APPROVED:     ATTEST: 

______________________________ _________________________ 

Ann Nevero, Mayor    Delia Guijosa, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item No. 10 

REGULAR MEETING 

ST. HELENA CITY COUNCIL 

VINTAGE HALL BOARD ROOM – SECOND FLOOR 

465 MAIN STREET, ST. HELENA 

DECEMBER 10, 2013 

5:00 P.M CLOSED SESSION 

6:00 P.M. REGULAR MEETING 

 

A complete video recording of this meeting can be found at www.cityofsthelena.org or 

by calling the City Clerk at (707) 967-2792. The City Council video is the official record 

of the Council meeting. 

 

Mayor Nevero called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. and the flag was saluted. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers White, Pitts, Mayor Nevero  

Absent:  None 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9:  

One case:  Whether to intervene in the case entitled: In re The Matter of the Jean Phillips 

Trust Created Under the Dorothy L. Tweed 2000 Revocable Trust, Napa County Superior 

Court Case No. 26-60863 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE CLOSED SESSION 

Mayor Nevero asked if there were any public comments regarding the Closed Session 

matters listed above.   

 

Jean Phillip’s Trust - Polly Keegan & Lowell Smith 

Ms. Keegan, Chair of the Friends of the Library, addressed the Council stating that she 

hoped the closed session discussion would not pertain to how the Friends handle the 

money.  She said the Friends have no objection to submitting all financials to the Finance 

Director and can submit monthly financial statements as well.  She said the Friends want 

to facilitate the response given to the City Manager and are not trying to be adversarial or 

greedy; the goals is to preserve the library.  She said the vineyard was included because 

the trust involves three parts: land, money and a long term lease. 

 

Lowell Smith stated that monies had been raised in the 1970’s for the library and he 

encouraged the Council to assist the Friends.  

 

Councilmember Crull arrived at this time (5:15 p.m.) 

 

Councilmember Sculatti arrived at this time (5:45 p.m.) 
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There being no other public comments the Council convened into Closed Session.   

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 6:00 p.m. and no action was reported.  

 

REPORTS BY STAFF AND CITY COUNCIL AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

and AB 1234 REPORTS: 

 

NCTPA Shuttle – Assistant Public Works Director 

Assistant Public Works Director Hight stated that there had been a 47% increase in 

ridership on the shuttle in September and 57% in October.  She reported that the morning 

route is fixed and the afternoon and evening routes are by appointment and a $1.00 fee is 

charged. 

 

Completion of Phase I of the Hwy 29 Underground Project - Assistant Public Works 

Director 

On December 12, 2013 at 1:30 pm Caltrans is having a milestone celebration for 

completion of the first phase of the undergrounding project.  The event will take place at 

the corner of Mills and Highway 29 at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Tunnel of Elms Assistant - Public Works Director 

Next week Caltrans will be removing 6 dying trees and will also be doing tree trimming 

and other maintenance.  Next year, the City will replace the 6 trees that will be removed. 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC RECOGNITIONS  

 

Recognition to Retiring Street Supervisor Jim Burke  

Proclamation recognizing Jim Burke for 30 years of tenure with the City of St. Helena 
Retiring Street Supervisor Jim Burke was commended for his 30 year tenure with the City 
of St. Helena.  
 

CONSENT ITEMS 

 

Councilmember Crull moved to approve Consent Items 9-11.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilmember White and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Crull, White, Crull, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

 

Those items approved were as follows: 

 

9.  Approved City Council Special Meeting Minutes of April 9, 2013; 

 

10. Adopted Resolution No. 2013-74 approving out-of-state travel for library 

employee, Mari Martinez, to attend the American Library Association Conference 

in Philadelphia, PA in January 24 -28, 2014; and  

 



11. Adopted Resolution No. 2013-75 approving annexation of territory to the St. 

Helena Municipal Sewer District No. 1 (1290 Grayson Avenue) MSD Annexation 

No. 115. . 

PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS    

12. Resolution appointing members to the Active Transportation Committee 

It was the Council’s consensus to continue this matter to the January 14, 2014 meeting 

and to extend the application period.  

 

13. Consideration of introduction and waiving reading of a Zoning Ordinance Text 

Amendment to Municipal Code Title 17 Zoning, Chapter 17.180: Small Winery 

Ordinance; and Chapter 17.20 Twenty-acre Agricultural (A-20) District. (CEQA 

Exemption Section 15061 (b)(5)) 

Councilmember White moved to introduce and waive the reading of a Zoning Ordinance 

Text Amendment to Municipal Code Title 17 Zoning, Chapter 17.180: Small Winery 

Ordinance; and Chapter 17.20 Twenty-acre Agricultural (A-20) District. (CEQA 

Exemption Section 15061 (b)(5) with the amendments discussed this evening and that the 

ordinance be brought back for adoption at the January 14, 2014 meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Sculatti and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: Councilmember Crull  

 

14.  Review of Draft General Plan Update 

The Council directed staff contract for assistance in compiling the edits requested by the 

Council over the past several meetings and bring back a summary at the January 14, 2014 

Council meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Nevero adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 

APPROVED:     ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ _________________________ 

Ann Nevero, Mayor    Delia Guijosa, City Clerk 
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