
Mayor: Ann Nevero  

Vice Mayor: Sharon Crull  

City Council: Greg Pitts  

Mario Sculatti 

Peter White 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

ST. HELENA CITY COUNCIL 

VINTAGE HALL BOARD ROOM – SECOND FLOOR 

465 MAIN STREET, ST. HELENA  

JANUARY 28, 2014 

5:00 PM CLOSED SESSION 

6:00 PM REGULAR MEETING 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Any person who wishes to speak regarding an item on the agenda 

or make a comment under the “Oral Communication” portion of the agenda may 

voluntarily complete a “Speaker Card” and submit it to the City Clerk BEFORE 

that portion of the agenda is called.  Speaker cards are available on the table in back 

of the room. Please observe the time limit of three minutes.  
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE CLOSED SESSION 

4. CLOSED SESSION (5:00 P.M.) 

      Conference with Negotiator (City Manager) 

      Negotiations with St. Helena Employees Association (SHEA)  

      Brown Act Section: 54957.6 

5. OPEN SESSION – COUNCIL WILL RETURN TO OPEN SESSION AND 

ANNOUNCE ACTIONS TAKEN IF ANY (6:00 P.M.) 

6. PUBLIC FORUM: Members of the public are entitled to speak on matters of 

municipal concern not on the agenda during Public Forum. Each person’s comments shall 

be limited to 3 minutes. Each person is entitled to speak on any non-agendized item only 

once at any meeting. Brief questions by Councilmembers for clarifications may be posed 

and answered, and Councilmembers may make requests that items be placed on future 

agendas, but in accordance with State Law, no substantive discussion or action may take 

place unless and until the matter properly appears on the agenda. 

7. REPORTS BY STAFF AND CITY COUNCIL, FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, and 

AB 1234 REPORTS: Reports by staff and/or Councilmembers on items of general 

interest. Brief questions for clarification may be posed and answered, and Councilmembers 

may request that items be placed on a future agenda. Except under certain circumstances, 

the Brown Act prohibits any other discussion or action by the City Council. 

 Police Department Monthly Crime Report (Police Chief) 

 



8. PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC RECOGNITIONS 

 
CONSENT ITEMS:  Members of the Council or the public may ask that any items be 

considered individually for purposes of considering alternative action, for extended discussion, 

or for public comment. Unless that is done, one motion may be used to adopt all recommended 

actions. (Roll Call Vote) 

 

9. City Council Minutes of January 14, 2014 

Recommended Action: Approve 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

10. Introduction of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments to Municipal Code Title 17; (1) 

Chapter 17.164 to allow administrative design review of minor projects, (2) Chapter 17.08, 

Section 17.08.170 to provide for procedures to determine whether land use permits or other 

discretionary development approvals expire or lapse for failure to timely establish the 

permitted use and (3) Chapter 17.124, Section 17.124.070 to provide for consistency in 

standards for driveways and access drives between Title 15, Building & Construction and 

Title 17, Zoning. The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the amendments 

to Chapter 17.08 and Chapter 17.124. (CEQA Exemption Section 15061 (b)(5)) 

Lead Staff: Interim Planning Director 

            Estimated Time: 30 minutes 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

11. Discussion/action on existing dry year conditions, and water concerns, possibilities and 

issues and potential adoption of Phase II Water Emergency Regulations. 

Lead Staff: Assistant Public Works Director 

Estimated Time: 1 hour 

 

12. Consideration/action to form a Water Advisory Board as required in Phase I Water 

Regulations and in preparation for potential Phase II Water Emergency Conditions. 

Discussion of process for selection of members and next steps.  
Lead Staff: Assistant Public Works Director 

Estimated Time: 30 minutes 

 

13. Consideration/adoption of a Resolution authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with 

Prunuske Chatham Inc. for $458,900 for services related to the Upper York Creek Dam 

removal project (CIP W-26) including: completion of the CEQA process, preparation of 

plans, specifications and estimates for construction, applications for project funding, 

engineering for impacts to Lower York Creek and project coordination and management 

support.  
Lead Staff:  Assistant Public Works Director  

Estimated Time: 30 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

The next Regular City Council meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Vintage Hall Board Room located at 465 Main Street. This agenda was posted at City Hall, 1480 

Main Street, and at Vintage Hall, 465 Main Street, St. Helena, California on January 24, 2014. 

 

 
Delia Guijosa, City Clerk 

 

 

 

CHALLENGING DECISIONS OF CITY ENTITIES 
 

The time limit within which to commence any lawsuit or legal challenge to any quasi-adjudicative decision made 
by the City of St. Helena is governed by Section 1094.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure, unless a shorter limitation 

period is specified by any other provision, including without limitation Government Code section 65009 applicable 

to many land use and zoning decisions, Government Code section 66499.37 applicable to the Subdivision Map Act, 
and Public Resources Code section 21167 applicable to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Under 

Section 1094.6, any lawsuit or legal challenge to any quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City must be filed no 

later than the 90
th 

day following the date on which such decision becomes final.  Any lawsuit or legal challenge, 
which is not filed within that 90-day period, will be barred.  Government Code section 65009 and 66499.37, and 

Public Resources Code section 21167, impose shorter limitations periods and requirements, including timely service 

in addition to filing. 

 
If a person wishes to challenge the above actions in court, they may be limited to raising only those issues they or 

someone else raised at the meeting described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of St. 

Helena, at or prior to the meeting. In addition, judicial challenge may be limited or barred where the interested party 

has not sought and exhausted all available administrative remedies. 
 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL RECEIVED AFTER THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA 

 
Any supplemental writings or documents distributed to a majority of the City Council regarding any item on this 

Agenda, after the posting of the Agenda, will be available for public review in the City Clerk’s Office located at 

1480 Main Street, St. Helena, California, during normal business hours.  In addition, such writings or documents 

will be made available on the City’s web site at  http://cityofsthelena.org  and will be available for public review at 

the respective meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://cityofsthelena.org/




Item No: 9 

REGULAR MEETING 

ST. HELENA CITY COUNCIL 

VINTAGE HALL BOARD ROOM – SECOND FLOOR 

465 MAIN STREET, ST. HELENA 

JANUARY 14, 2014 

5:00 P.M.CLOSED SESSION 

6:00 P.M. REGULAR MEETING 

 

A complete video recording of this meeting can be found at www.cityofsthelena.org or 

by calling the City Clerk at (707) 967-2792. The City Council video is the official record 

of the Council meeting. 

 

Mayor Nevero called the meeting to order at 5:09 p.m. and the flag was saluted. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Sculatti, White, Crull, Pitts, Mayor Nevero  

Absent:  None 

 

PUBLIC FORUM - None  

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Mayor Nevero asked if there were any public comments regarding the Closed Session 

matters listed below.  There being none, the Council convened into Closed Session. 

 

Conference with Negotiator (City Manager and Finance Director) 

Negotiations with St. Helena Employees Association (SHEA)  

Brown Act Section: 54957.6 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 6:00 p.m. and Mayor Nevero reported there was 

no reportable action as a result of the Closed Session..  

 

REPORTS BY STAFF AND CITY COUNCIL AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

and AB 1234 REPORTS: None 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC RECOGNITIONS  

 

Oath of office to Police Officer James Hartley and to Lieutenant William Imboden 

Police Chief Jackie Rubin administered the oath of office to new Police Officer James 

Hartley and his father Officer James Hartley pinned his badge on him.  

 

Police Chief Jackie Rubin administered the oath of office to Officer William Imboden 

who was promoted to Lieutenant and his wife pinned his badge on him.  

 

 

http://www.ci.st-helena.ca.us/


 

Proclamation recognizing outgoing Finance Director Karen Scalabrini for her 

tenure with the City of St. Helena 

Finance Director Karen Scalabrini was presented with a proclamation for her 10 year 

tenure with the City of St. Helena.   

 

CONSENT ITEMS 

 

Councilmember White moved to approve Consent Items 9 - 11.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Crull and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Crull, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

 

Those items approved were as follows: 

 

9.  Approved City Council Minutes of November 26, 2013; 

 

10. Approved City Council Minutes of December 10, 2013; and 

 

11. Approved Amendment No. 1 to elder care agreement between the City of St. 

Helena,  Napa County and Area Agency on Aging. 

 

ITEMS REMOVED FRON CONSENT 

 

12.  Consideration/action on a resolution denying the appellants Steve and Judy 

Padis (Applicant) and W&W Four Seas Limited Partnerships (Property Owner) 

challenging the Planning Commission decision granting the appeal of Bobbi and 

David Clark and overturning the determination of the Interim Planning Director 

and finding that a proposed high-end wedding gifts and bridal jewelry business is 

inconsistent with an existing Use Permit to allow a jewelry store and gift shop in the 

Central Business (CB) Zoning District at 1269 Main Street   
Councilmember Sculatti recused himself from this matter and left the dais. 

 

Councilmember Crull stated that she had requested this item be removed from consent to 

inquire if staff had received any information other that the two letters received today.  

Interim Planning Director Desmond responded that no other correspondence or contact 

had occurred. 

 

In response to Councilmember Crull’s inquiry, Attorney Brown stated that he had 

reviewed the cases cited in today’s correspondence and in his view the Council direction 

was correct; he stated that the appellant’s failure to show up is significant. 

 

Councilmember Crull then clarified that the City has not received a response from the 

applicant or their attorney to the inquiry made regarding merchandise to be sold and 

noted that this matter had been continued to allow the applicant to respond to that 

question.  



 

It was clarified that the applicant can sell the merchandise listed on Exhibit A. 

 

Councilmember White moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-1 denying the appellants 

Steve and Judy Padis (Applicant) and W&W Four Seas Limited Partnerships (Property 

Owner) challenging the Planning Commission decision granting the appeal of Bobbi and 

David Clark and overturning the determination of the Interim Planning Director and 

finding that a proposed high-end wedding gifts and bridal jewelry business is inconsistent 

with an existing Use Permit to allow a jewelry store and gift shop in the Central Business 

(CB) Zoning District at 1269 Main Street. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 

Crull and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Crull, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: Councilmember Sculatti   
 

13.  Approval of water agreement for the Harvest Inn, No. 1 Main Street (APN: 027-

560-008) 

Councilmember Crull moved to approve the water agreement for the Harvest Inn located 

at 1 Main Street. The motion was seconded by Councilmember White and on roll call 

carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Crull, White, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None 

 

It was clarified that the agreement approved is the new agreement not the agreement that 

has been signed by Mr. Swig of the Harvest Inn  in 2004. 

 

14. Adoption of Ordinance No. 2014-1 a  Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to 

Municipal Code Title 17 Zoning, Chapter 17.180: Small Winery Ordinance; and 

Adoption of Ordinance 2014-2 a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to Chapter 

17.20 Twenty-acre Agricultural (A-20) District (CEQA Exemption Section 15061 

(b)(5))  

Upon review of the proposed ordinance, Councilmember Pitts moved to reopen the 

discussion stating Council is listening and stating that if the Council votes to reconsider 

the ordinance he was willing to do so.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 

Crull.  Public comments were made by Martin Bennett and Bobbie Monnette. 

 

Councilmembers Pitt’s motion, seconded by Councilmember Crull, to reconsider the 

ordinance died by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Pitts, Crull 

NOES: Councilmembers Sculatti, White, Mayor Nevero 

 

Councilmember White moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2014-1 a Zoning Ordinance Text 

Amendment to Municipal Code Title 17 Zoning, Chapter 17.180: Small Winery 

Ordinance; and Chapter 17.20 Twenty-acre Agricultural (A-20) District and to adopt 

Ordinance No. 2014-2 a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to Chapter 17.20 Twenty-



acre Agriculture (A-20) District (CEQA Exemption Section 15061 (b)(5)) . The motion 

was seconded by Councilmember Sculatti and on roll call carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: Councilmember Crull 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS    

15. Resolution No. 2014-2 appointing members to the Active Transportation 

Committee 

Mayor Nevero nominated the following individuals to the Active Transportation 

Committee: Jake Scheideman, John Newlin, Norma Ferriz, Christopher Cole and Ric 

Henry. 

 

Mayor Nevero suggested Mr. Cole, because of his residency being outside the City 

Limits be appointed to a one year term.  

 

Mayor Nevero nominated Patricia Clarey and Aaron Pott as Alternates. 

 

Councilmember White moved to approve Mayor Nevero’s nominations to the Active 

Transportation Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Pitts. 

 

Upon brief discussion, Attorney Brown clarified that the Council was giving staff 

discretion to arrange slotting for the one and two year terms both by checking with the 

applicants for their input and preference and absent that by random selection.  

Councilmember Crull interjected that at the initial meeting the members could place their 

names in a hat or decide among themselves.  The Council agreed. 

 

Sandy Ericson addressed the Council pointing out the disrepair many of the city 

sidewalks are in and said that many residents are not aware that they are responsible for 

the repair of the sidewalk fronting their property.  She said she hoped that the Active 

Transportation Committee would address this issue. 

 

Councilmember White’s motion to approve Resolution No. 2014-2 appointing members 

to the Active Transportation Committee seconded by Councilmember Pitts carried by the 

following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Pitts, Sculatti, Crull, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

 

16. Consideration/action on resolution establishing a water shortage emergency 

condition requiring the implementation of Phase I water regulations 

The Council directed staff to place information on the website regarding Phase I water 

regulations and that an article be placed in the next eNews. 

 

It was noted that all residents will receive a mailer requesting they advise the City how 

many residents live in their household.  The reason for this is that water allocation is 

based on the number of people residing in the household.     

 



A Water Advisory Board must also be established consisting of a councilmember, a 

planning commissioner, a winery owner, the Public Works Director and two members of 

the public at large. Staff  was directed to solicit for volunteers to this board and that an 

article be included in eNews.   

 

Councilmember Pitts stated that he would be happy to serve as the Council’s 

representative.  The Council concurred. 

 

Councilmember White moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-3 establishing a water 

shortage emergency condition requiring the implementation of Phase I water regulations.   

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Crull and on roll call carried by the 

following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers White, Crull, Sculatti, Pitts, Mayor Nevero 

NOES: None  

 

The Council acknowledged the need to discuss long term water solutions. 

 

17. Update/discussion on Tunnel of the Elms tree maintenance 
Assistant Public Works Director Hight reviewed the routine maintenance required for the 

Tunnel of Elms. 

 

Sandra Ericson stated during her petition signing assemblage, a suggestion was made that 

the City look into a tunnel of trees being planted at the south entrance to the City.  It was 

noted that this idea had come up before and the Council agreed that it was a good idea. 

 

The Mayor suggested that staff keep this idea in mind especially during topics related to 

Caltrans and AT&T so that it can come into fruition.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Nevero adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 

APPROVED:     ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ _________________________ 

Ann Nevero, Mayor    Delia Guijosa, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments – Chapter 17.164, Chapter 17.08 & Chapter 17.124 
January 28, 2014 

City Council 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 DATE: January 28, 2014 
 

 TO: Mayor and City Council 
 

 FROM:  Greg Desmond, Interim Planning Director            Item: 10 
    

RE:    Introduction of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments to Municipal Code Title 17; (1) 

Chapter 17.164 to allow administrative design review of minor projects, (2) Chapter 

17.08, Section 17.08.170 to provide for procedures to determine whether land use 

permits or other discretionary development approvals expire or lapse for failure to 

timely establish the permitted use and (3) Chapter 17.124, Section 17.124.070 to 

provide for consistency in standards for driveways and access drives between Title 

15, Building & Construction and Title 17, Zoning. The Planning Commission has 

recommended approval of the amendments to Chapter 17.08 and to Chapter 17.124. 

The Planning Commission does not recommend the proposed amendments to Chapter 

17.164. 
 

CEQA Exemption Section 15061 (b)(5). 
  

 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of these proposed amendments is as follows: 
 

- Chapter 17.164: Design Review  
 

The amendments proposed for this chapter would allow planning staff to administratively 

exempt certain small scale projects that meet the following criteria: 
 

a) New structures or buildings not exceeding two hundred-fifty (250) square feet;  
 

b) Additions not exceeding two hundred fifty (250) square feet to existing buildings and 

structures, or expansion of an existing building or structure involving less than twenty-five 

(25) percent of the existing floor area, whichever is less; 
 

c) Removal or alteration of not more than twenty-five (25) percent of the exterior walls or wall 

covering of a building or structure, as determined by the planning director; 
 

d) The replacement of existing architectural features that do not involve substantial design 

changes or changes in materials, as determined by the planning director;  
 

e) Signs subject to the permit requirements of Chapter 17.148 of this code;  
 

f) Residential second units in conformance with Section 17.116.030 of this code;  
 

g) Modifications to approved design review permits when determined by the planning director 

to be minor in nature; and 
 

h) Any other work determined by the planning director to be minor or incidental in nature and 

consistent with the intent and objectives of this chapter. 
 

 

 

 

 



Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments – Chapter 17.164, Chapter 17.08 & Chapter 17.124 
January 28, 2014 

City Council 

 
 

- Chapter 17.08: Administrative Procedures  
 

Currently, the municipal code provides that except for a general plan amendment, zoning 

ordinance text amendment, rezoning or amendment of a specific plan, a permit (i.e., use permit, 

variance, etc.) or other discretionary approval shall be valid for a period of one year from the 

date such approval becomes effective or for as long as any subdivision map concurrently 

approved is valid, whichever is longer.  
 

The purpose of this amendment is to establish a procedure for the City to enforce its ordinance 

imposing time limits on discretionary land use permits and approvals. The purpose of imposing 

such limits is to prevent the reservation of land for future purposes when the permittee has no 

good faith intent to presently commence upon the proposed use.  
 

In enforcing this requirement, the City desires to act in accordance with procedures that are 

consistent with appellate decisions such as Community Development Commission v. City of Ft. 

Bragg (1988) 204 Cal.App.3d 1124 that hold that discretionary approvals may not be deemed to 

have expired or lapsed without affording the holder of the approval due process to establish 

whether the holder has acted diligently and in good faith to establish the approved use. 
 

- Chapter 17.124: Parking & Loading Requirements  
 

The purpose of this amendment is to establish consistency between the recently adopted the 2013 

California Building Code and Municipal Code Title 17 – Zoning, Chapter 17.124, Section 

17.124.070. This section is specific to standards for access drives and driveways. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW 

Staff presented these amendments to the Planning Commission at their meeting on December 17, 

2013 and again at their meeting on January 7, 2014.  
 

At their meeting on January 7, 2014 the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend 

that the City Council approve the proposed amendments to Chapter 17.08 and Chapter 17.124. 
 

In regards to the amendments to Chapter 17.164 (Design Review) the Planning Commission 

voted unanimously that the City Council not approve the amendments. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The intent of the proposed amendments to Chapter 17.164: Design Review is to create 

efficiencies in the entitlement process, allowing property owners to make minor improvements to 

their property without a lengthy and expensive process.  
 

Chapter 17.164 does include provisions for design review exemptions. However, this process 

requires an application fee of $500, preparation of a staff report and confirmation of the 

exemption by the Planning Commission at a scheduled meeting. The Planning Commission 

regularly approves these items on consent. 
 

It is not uncommon for municipalities to include provisions for an administrative design review 

process. Prior to 2007 the City of St Helena’s own design review process was only required for 

subdivisions, signs and new structures. Single-family dwellings and associated accessory 

structures located on an existing lot of record were exempt from design review.  
 



Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments – Chapter 17.164, Chapter 17.08 & Chapter 17.124 
January 28, 2014 

City Council 

 
 

The last amendments to Chapter 17.164 were implemented in 2007. At that time the Planning 

Commission and City Council amended the process to require design review for any of the 

following: 
 

- Any new building or structure or for exterior addition to, alteration of, or modification of any 

existing structure or building as regulated by each of the established zoning districts; 
 

- Structures or building/site modifications requiring use permits in any district; 
 

- Tentative map conditions shall include the requirement for design review prior to the 

issuance of any future building permits (Note: Effective on maps approved after January 

1992); 
 

- Any public facility 

 

The amendments made in 2007 were intended as a short-term solution to address issues specific 

to residential development trends occurring at that time. A long-term and more comprehensive 

design review process was envisioned to be established with the adoption of the general plan 

update and subsequent municipal code update which were scheduled to occur in 2010/2011. 
 

Staff finds that the proposed design review amendments will result in a more efficient planning 

process and stronger relations with property owners, design professionals and contractors. 

Further that the proposed amendments allow for administrative approval of minor improvement 

projects which could not create a situation in which development would occur that is not 

consistent with the goals, implementing actions and policies of the general plan or development 

standards outlined in the municipal code. 
 

To provide context to the proposed exemption criteria, the 250 square foot threshold for an 

exemption essentially would allow a small room addition and most projects would still be 

required to go through Planning Commission review. 

 

CEQA 
Staff finds that the amendments are exempt from the requirements of CEQA as provided by 

Section 15061 (b) (3).  

 

NEXT STEPS 

Introduce the zoning ordinance text amendments, waive the reading of the ordinance 

amendments and schedule adoption of the ordinance amendments for the Council meeting 

scheduled on February 11, 2014. 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

Chapter 17.164: Design Review Amendments 

Chapter 17.08: Administrative Procedures Amendments 

Chapter 17.124: Parking & Loading Requirements Amendments 

 





STAFF REPORT 

  
 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
  
DATE: January 28, 2014 
  

TO: Mayor and City Council Item No: __11____ 

   

FROM: Debra Hight, Assistant Director of Public Works 
  

RE: Discussion/action on existing dry year conditions and water concerns, possibilities and 
issues, and the potential for adoption of Phase II Water Emergency Regulations 

 

B A C K G R O U N D  
St. Helena Municipal Code Section 13.04.220 establishes that at any time that the City Council 
finds and determines a water shortage emergency condition exists within the criteria of Sections 
13.04.230 through 13.04.250, and that it is necessary to limit usage by the customers of the 
municipal water department, the City Council shall adopt a resolution setting forth the applicable 
phase.   
 
The City Council adopted a resolution on January 14, 2014 to establish Phase I water restrictions 
based on the Code Section 13.04.230 where conditions requiring the establishment of a Phase II 
water emergency, as determined by the director of public works, appear to be imminent.  During 
the meeting, the Council directed staff to return to the next meeting with updated water storage 
and usage data in order to determine if the establishment of Phase II restrictions is warranted. 
 
On January 17, 2014, the Governor declared a State of Emergency to exist in the State of 
California due to current drought conditions.  The declaration calls for, among other things, a 
statewide water conservation campaign, local water suppliers to implement local water shortage 
contingency plans, state agencies to implement water use reduction plans, modifications of 
diversions and releases and daily drought updates.  The Governor has called for a voluntary 20% 
reduction in water use across the state. 
 
 
D I S C U S S I O N / A N A L Y S I S  
January has continued to see little rainfall and the area is looking at a continued dry forecast.  As 
of January 20, 2014:   
 

 Bell Canyon, one of three St. Helena water sources, currently sits at 39.2% capacity.  
Note that past years have Bell Canyon on record at 34% in early December 2006, 38% in 
February 2009. 

 The City has drawn 383 ac-ft of the 600 ac-ft allotted from Napa water since July 1 with 
217 ac-ft remaining on contract. 

 Total rainfall season to date is 2.12” vs. 26.4” in 2012. 
 



As stated on January 14, the Water Shortage Emergency analysis showed that St. Helena is 
facing potential Phase II triggers in April.  Per Municipal Code Section 13.04.240, the criteria for 
establishing Phase II restrictions are: 

1. The volume of water anticipated to be available prior to the next November 1st from all 
potable water sources is not sufficient to meet the projected demands through November 
1st without demand reduction measures beyond the Phase I reductions being 
implemented; or 

2. Conditions requiring the establishment of a Phase III water emergency appear imminent. 
3. In assessing the need to impose Phase II restrictions due weight shall be accorded to the 

trigger system developed by the safe yield committee for use by the director of public 
works. The trigger system is based on water levels in Bell Canyon Reservoir, with the 
level necessary to trigger a water emergency being adjusted each month to reflect the 
supply capacity of groundwater and water to be delivered by the City of Napa at that 
time. Details of the system can be obtained from the director of public works. 
 

The City Council can also choose to establish Phase II restrictions prior to the trigger dates. 
 
Over the past two weeks, the entire city hall staff participated in a number of meetings to review 
the Phase I and Phase II water regulations and requirements.  Staff built a webpage specifically 
for water shortage emergency information and generated public outreach publications to be 
emailed and placed in water billings.  The City also began preparations for the implementation of 
Phase II conditions with brochures and online surveys of data for calculation of water allocation.  
Parks crews are in the process of closely monitoring park watering; to note, with the exception of 
the Little League fields at Crane Park, parks watering has been turned off since November.  The 
crew at the Water Treatment Plant has been diligently working to maintain and distribute the 
latest critical data needed for water shortage analyses and carefully toggling between water 
sources to maintain the integrity of the system and water quality.  Voluntary assistance through 
forecast analyses from the members of 2012’s Safe Yield committee has been invaluable to the 
City.  West Yost Associates has provided essential and timely advice through usage 
recommendations and Bell Canyon release information and possible application for temporary 
relief from State requirements. 
 
The actions taken by residents and the City during a Phase II Water Emergency are formally 
outlined in the attached copy of municipal code sections 13.04.220-250.  With Phase II 
restrictions, the following water conservation actions are mandatory: 

 Customers are prohibited from expanding or installing new water-using appliances, 
plumbing or improvements unless the change results in more efficient water using 
fixtures/systems. 

 New development must be water neutral. 
 Washing hard surfaces is prohibited 
 New landscaping must follow the WELO. 
 Commercial, industrial, and institutional users must reduce use by 10% with 70 gal/1000 

sf landscape (Apr-Oct only). 
 Residential users will receive an allocation of 65 gallons per person per day and 2,500 

gallons per month (Apr-Oct only). Landscape allocation for multifamily residential and 
mobile home customers may be 70 gal/1000 sf landscape (Apr-Oct only).    



 Dedicated landscape, vineyard or field metered water use shall be limited to sixty percent 
(60%) of current reference evapo-transpiration  

 No new water connections shall be permitted. 
  
 
R E C O M M E N D E D  C O U N C I L  A C T I O N  
Council to hear public testimony, discuss the dry year conditions and water concerns, 
possibilities and issues, the potential for adoption of Phase II Water Emergency Regulations, and 
direct staff on next steps.  

A T T A C H M E N T S / E X H I B I T S  
1. Municipal Code Section 13.04.220-250 Water Shortage Emergencies 

 
 
 

  



 



 
Amendment of Resolution #93-44 

February 14, 2012 
Page 1 of 1 

STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:  January 28, 2014 
 

 TO: Mayor and City Council 
 

 FROM:  Gary Broad, City Manager    Item No. 12. 
 

 RE:  Consideration/action to form a Water Advisory Board as required in Phase I Water 

Regulations and in preparation for potential Phase II Water Emergency Conditions. 

Discussion of process for selection of members and next steps. 
 

 

 

Discussion: 

Municipal Code Section 13.04.230(C.)(8.) states the following: 

 

If the declaration of a Phase II emergency appears reasonably imminent, the city council 

shall cause a water advisory board to be formed consisting of one city council member, 

one planning commissioner, one winery customer, and two public members, one of 

whom shall be solely a residential customer. The director of public works shall be an ex 

officio member of this board. Unless the city council otherwise directs, the board will 

disband when the water emergency is no longer in effect. The water advisory board shall 

have access to all records in the possession of the water enterprise necessary in its 

judgment to perform its duties, including customer records. The board shall maintain the 

confidentiality of individual customer records unless the board determines by resolution 

that release of such information is necessary in the pursuit of its duties. 

 

Staff provided notice of the water advisory board in the City’s last issue of eNews. We have not 

received any applications so far. If a water advisory board is created, staff can further promote 

the openings and also contact any individuals Council suggests might be appropriate selections. 

 

At the last Council meeting, Council member Pitts volunteered to serve as the Council 

representative to the board. 

 

Council Action: 

Staff recommends that the Council vote to form a water advisory board and direct staff on any 

actions to pursue for the recruitment of board members. 
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